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The Melbourne Rainbow Band (MRB) and the Melbourne Gay & Lesbian Chorus (MGLC) announced 
recently that Carols By Queerlight would not go ahead in 2012. 
 
Carols by Queerlight, has been a regular fixture in the advent calendar for Melbourne’s GLBTI 
communities as well as the residents of the City of Stonnington for the past 11 years.  This free event 
has been held annually in the Prahran Market Courtyard and has grown over that time into a major 
event attracting audiences of up to 450 people. 
 
President of the Melbourne Rainbow Band, Ben Boreham says that "while we have enjoyed putting 
Carols By Queerlight on for the community, the cost of putting on such an event has simply surpassed 
the potential revenue raised".  The Melbourne Rainbow Band acknowledges and appreciates the 
amazing support it has received from the City of Stonnington and the Prahran Market Management. 
 
Since 2008 the festive concert has been broadcast live on Joy 94.9, as well as streamed around the 
world via the internet.  MGLC President Maree Foelz said "It's been rewarding to receive feedback on 
the night from people listening from as far away as Canada and Europe, and has always been a nice 
way to connect with family and friends who cannot be with us over the festive season". 
 
Mr Boreham further commented that "while not setting out to profit from the event, each year the MRB 
and the MGLC have staged the performance partly through sponsorship from local businesses and in 
recent years it has become increasingly difficult to secure that additional support.  Perhaps, after a 
year’s rest we may be able to take the opportunity taken to re-visit the format and prepare a new and 
improved program for our community". 
 
The Band and the Chorus will continue to build their longstanding relationship as two of Melbourne’s 
oldest GLBTI community groups, which includes performing together during the 2013 Midsumma 
Festival. 
 
In the meantime, the Melbourne Rainbow Band (MRB) looks forward to finding other ways of bringing 
their music to the residents of Stonnington, in which it has been based since the band was formed in 
1995. 
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